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NAEYC Accredited

Early Literacy for Young Children
Early literacy is the development of a child’s 
speaking, writing and reading skills. Chil-
dren begin to develop literacy skills starting 
at birth through caring interactions with 
adults. As they get older, they develop these 
skills through exploring with books, using 
writing/art materials and simply having 
back and forth conversations with a peer or 
family member. 

Books are one of the simplest and best ways 
to support children’s language development. 
In knowing that, it is helpful to create fun 
and inviting reading areas for children, even 
in the home. Books should be easily acces-
sible and on eye level for children to choose 
and grab for themselves. Stuffed animals are 
great for children to cuddle with and can 
also serve as a “reading buddy” as toddlers 
look at the pictures. Pillows help to make it 
more cozy for them as they settle down with 
a nice book. 

As it is important to have books readily 
available to children, it is also good to have 
books that are developmentally appropriate 
for their age. Cardboard books are perfect 
because of the thick pages that are easy 
for toddlers to turn and the small number of 
words they usually have in them. They are 
also more durable for younger toddlers who 
first start to explore books by using their 
mouths. Books with colorful and clear illustra-
tions that follow a simple story line are also 
favorites of young children.

The interactions that children have with each 
other helps to promote not only their social 
skills but language skills as well. Toddlers 
learn words not only from trusted adults, but 
their peers as well. Whether it is coming up 
with silly sounds or words, looking at books 
together or just talking and laughing with 
each other, children observe and learn from 
one another.
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How To Reach Us
Weather Hotline: 734.480.8592

700 Mt. Vernon 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
734.769.4402 
chrissy.mckiddie@gretchenshouse.com

721 Mt. Pleasant 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
734.662.2739 
brad.guoan@gretchenshouse.com

1745 W. Stadium Blvd. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
734.663.4720 
sara.guoan@gretchenshouse.com

4001 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
734.822.6668 
beth.renner@gretchenshouse.com

2625 Traver Rd. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
734.761.7030 
emily.frisk@gretchenshouse.com

2340 Oak Valley Dr. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
734.327.6125 
karin.nowak@gretchenshouse.com

1580 Dhu Varren 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
734.821.2800 
shannon.peitz@gretchenshouse.com

Chelsea Schoolage Program 
North Creek Elementary School 
South Meadows Elementary School 
734.433.2652 
shannon.steinbach@gretchenshouse.com

Human Resources Director 
Michele Davis 
734.761.2576 
michele.davis@gretchenshouse.com

Executive Director 
Heidi McFadden 734.761.2576 
heidi.mcfadden@gretchenshouse.com

President and Owner 
Gretchen Preston 734.761.2576 
gretchen.preston@gretchenshouse.com

SCamp

We are busy planning for our summer 
program, which serves children ages 5-11 
years old. Our SCamp program features 
crafts, sports, music, swimming, and 
regular field trips. We provide breakfast 
and snacks, and children bring their own 
lunches. SCamp fees cover the full cost of 
the program: sunscreen, a GH t-shirt, and 
all field trip and swimming fees.

2020  SCamp rates  
(if registered after 3/27/20):

$337/week      $78/day

Hours: 

Ann Arbor centers: 7:15 am – 5:45 pm

Chelsea: 6:30 a.m. – 6:00 pm

Locations: 

Mt. Vernon (Grade completed: Young 
5s—1st grade) 

Oak Valley (Grade completed: Kindergar-
ten—3rd grade)

Dhu Varren (Grade completed: Young 
5s—1st grade)

Traver (Grade completed: (Young 5s—2nd 
grade) 

GH Northside Church (Grade completed: 
1st grade—5th grade)

Chelsea – North Creek Elementary (Grade 
completed Young 5s—5th grade) 

*At North Creek, children must have com-
pleted Young 5’s)

We have limited space available. Please 
contact your center Director or visit our 
website: www.gretchenshouse.com.

Important Notes
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April: Celebrating Families
In 2018 Michigan AEYC announced that 
it would no longer sponsor the Month of 
the Young Child during April. Instead, 
MiAEYC is supporting the Week of the 
Young Child, which is consistent with 
NAEYC’s long-standing focus. 

Gretchen’s House will continue to provide 
opportunities for family engagement dur-
ing the entire month of April. Every center 
has plans for special activities in the com-
ing month. Here are some highlights, but 
check your parent boards and email for 
specific plans at your center:

Traver - looking forward to April as we 
celebrate families and young children 
with activities celebrating staff, commu-
nity and families. 

Mt. Pleasant – 

Thursday April 9th:  Parent-To-Go-Break-
fast.

The Week of April 13-17th we will be 
doing the St. Jude’s Trike-A-Thon.

Tuesday April 14th:  We are hosting a 
Spring Fling (Pancake Dinner) at the 
Baby House.
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These staff members are 
celebrating Gretchen’s 
House anniversaries this 
March & April!

 Years

Lisa Lemble 23

Susan Petit 22

Eva-Marie Hatfield 13

Hala Hilmi 13

Anne Wilber 7

Autumn Jervis 6

Molly Davis 6

Emily Frisk 6

Alexis Clark 2

Whitney Lewis 2

Samantha Voss 2

Kathryn Chinavare 2

Madelyn Orlop 2

Rikki-Lynn Robinson 1

Verity Desselles 1

Sarah Gallagher 1

Sarah Wilkins 1

Barbara Smith 1

Sarah Kilmer 1

Jade’ Hamilton-Reed 1

Mt. Vernon - The teachers at the Big House 
have been working together to make things 
fun during the long winter days by having 
times to “switch” classrooms. The Upstairs 
and Downstairs classrooms will “switch” 
classrooms on occasion. Giving the children 
an opportunity to play in a new space and 
explore different materials. It has been a 
very exciting activity on a cold winter day!

Traver - The Huron Valley Humane Society 
visited Traver on February 24th for an onsite 
field trip!  The preschool children enjoyed 
learning about pet adoption and the animals 
that the Humane Society helps.  Our children 
have loved all of the fresh snow that Febru-
ary brought and have had fun sledding 
during outside time.  

Oak Valley - will participate in the Ro-
tary/Food Gatherers annual food drive 
from March 9th-March 20th.  Collection 
boxes will be found in the lobby.  Thanks 
in advance for participating in the drive for 
non-perishable foods to help local families 
in need.  Other centers participating include 
WISD-UU, Mt. Pleasant and Stadium.  

Oak Valley - Garden Preschool hosted a 
“Crafting with Families” event on February 
13th.  

Chelsea - Preschool had a visit from 2 Chel-
sea Police Officers.  They came in to talk 
about safety and stranger danger.

Chelsea - In March the Preschool room is 
having Mystery readers come in to read to 
the children.

Dhu Varren - The pond and railroad pre-
school classrooms have been beating the 
winter blues by taking their classrooms on 
bus field trips to explore local neighbor-
hoods and attend story time at the local 
library.

Runa’s mom in railroad preschool at Dhu 
Varren came and spoke to kids about the 
Chinese New Year on January 24th. The 
presentation included pictures and gifts of 
Chinese coins for each child! We appreci-
ate and value families coming to share their 
culture and traditions. Thank you!

Neighborhood News

Mt. Vernon - During the Month of the Young 
Child in April Gretchen’s House on Mt. 
Vernon will serve a Parent Breakfast to Go 
in appreciation of parents on Tuesday April 
7th. They also will host their Annual Art 
Shows on 20th from 4:30-5:45 for the Up-
stairs Preschool Classroom and on Thursday 
April 16th for the Dragonfly Classroom from 
4:30-5:45. On Thursday April 30th from 
4:30-6 we will host our third Parent Appre-
ciation Annual Pancake Dinner. We invite 
families to attend and enjoy Chrissy and 
Andrea’s delicious homemade pancakes, 
along with turkey bacon and fruit salad. 

Memorial Day
GH Centers Closed

All Gretchen’s House centers will be 
closed on Monday, May 25th for Me-
morial Day. Have a fun, safe holiday 
weekend!

Celebrating Families 

continued from page 2
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Creative Arts When children hear music and steady beats it is natural for them to 

move to it. They also begin to use it to enhance their play and learning. 

Feeling & making a beat on the 

drums

Listening & dancing to music 

played by our teacher on a ukulele. 

Expressing our imagination in a variety 
of ways is part of what Creative Arts 
looks like at GH. 

Making lines & scribbles in paint in a bag hanging on the window. 

Making a tiny snowperson and spraying it with watercolor. 

Drawing at the easel. 
Sledding down the hill is a favorite winter activity.
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Yoga with Anita is part of our 
routine that helps us move our bod-ies in many different ways in our own space. She teaches us ways to stretch, reach and breathe. 

Using a variety of materials to cre-ate art work. 

Moving scooters and moving on 

them is fun.

Crawling through tunnels.Moving a big parachute up and 

down all together.

Movement provides its own instant 

feedback. Children know when 

their attempts are working, or when 

they are not. This gives them the 

chance to come up with new and 

better ways to move. 

Children imitate what 
they experience. At GH 
we strive to provide the 
equipment and items in 
the house area that may 
inspire children to act 
out those experiences. 

Rocking and feeding a baby
Making a birthday cake for his teacher. 
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Early Literacy   
continued from page 1

There are so many benefits to reading aloud 
to children. Reading aloud helps adults 
to model to children a love for books and 
language. Children listening to adults read 
aloud learn and gain new language. It also 
promotes critical thinking as they observe 
pictures and begin to ask questions about 
the story. One of the greatest benefits is that 
reading aloud is a great bonding time for 
children and adults. 

Even though it isn’t expected of toddlers to 
learn every single letter and sound of the 
alphabet, it is never too early to expose 
them to it. Through playing with letters and 
learning the sounds that they make, toddlers 

can begin to learn how to put certain sounds 
together to form words. This helps in their 
early literacy development and of course, 
playing with 3D letters can be fun.

Most of what toddlers make on a page looks 
like scribbles and lines, but those markings 
are the first steps to them developing writing 
skills. Whether it is holding a chunky crayon 
or a marker, it helps with their pencil grasp 
development which they will need in their 
early stages of writing. 

Interactions between adults and children 
can promote language development. Adults 
and children can work together to identify 
new letters and sounds that the letters make 

Parking 
Lot  

Safety 
As you well know, our 
parking lots can get 
very crowded at drop-
off and pick-up times. 
To keep everyone safe, 
we ask that you please:
	Do not leave your 

unattended car run-
ning, ever.

	Never leave children 
alone in the car.

	Drive slowly, even if 
you are running late!

	Hold hands of small 
children and stay 
within arms reach of 
older ones.

	Park your car in 
a way that allows 
other drivers to 
enter their cars and 
exit the parking lot 
safely, even if you 
will just be away 
from your vehicle 
momentarily. 
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CPR and 
First Aid

Sessions begin with 
CPR renewal, so those 
who do not need First 
Aid will be free to leave 
following the first half 
of the session. Trainings 
are held at our Oak Val-
ley center and start at 
6:00 pm. Sign up with 
Heike at 734-327-6126 
or email her at heike.
hampel@gretchens-
house.com. 

Upcoming dates:

March 11

April 14

May 13

June 9

and then move on to creating words. When 
adults express the child’s feelings back to 
them it allows the child to learn that emo-
tion. Then the adult can encourage the 
child to use words to express what they are 
feeling. 

Music is another way to encourage children 
to develop literacy skills. They love to ex-
plore with instruments and they love to sing 
and explore with words as well. Children 
will be able to identify and know the words 
to the songs they listen to at school. Music 
is also a way for children to learn rhythm 
and begin to recognize words that rhyme or 
sound alike.

Children love to be in a little community 
when they are looking at books. They will 
feel a sense of involvement when gathered 
around listening or reading a story.

Children have fun writing stories and draw-
ing pictures in notebooks. They are able to 
let their imagination soar to new heights 
when they are able to create their own 
stories. The child is then in control of what is 
happening in the story and will feel a huge 
sense of pride when putting their ideas on 
paper.



Staff News
Amy Kasvin (Oak Valley) received her HighScope 
Teacher Recertification in February.  

Pam Preston and Amy Kasvin (Oak Valley) will attend 
the Nature Explore conference in July, to learn more 
about incorporating nature exploration in our outdoor 
spaces.  Amy serves on our Outdoor Committee, and 
Pam was integral in the improvement planning for our 
infant/toddler outdoor spaces.  

Jade Teachey (Oak Valley) has applied to be part of 
the COR Advantage Educator Fellowship. The mis-
sion of the Fellowship is to directly involve passionate, 
knowledgeable users in the development of not only 
the COR Advantage assessment and online system, 
but also in the creation of content that will support 
other educators are they learn and use COR Advan-
tage. Good luck, Jade!

Karin Nowak (Oak Valley) has been elected co-chair 
for the Great Start to Quality Advisory Committee.

Kelly Lessard and Jade Teachey (Oak Valley) will pres-
ent at the Building on Behalf of Children conference 
at EMU in March. The topic will be “What’s Next?  
Building Intentional Routines for Infants and Toddlers”.  
Several teachers from Oak Valley will also attend.  

In January, Karin Nowak, Kelly Lessard, Jade Teachey 
and Knar Pifer (Oak Valley) attended a training, “Being 
In Conflict”, presented by GH alumni, Christine Snyder.  

In March, Joyce Rayburn (Chelsea) is presenting at the 
MiAEYC Conference in Grand Rapids.

Jerod Wesney (Dhu Varren) had his training proposal 
on staff motivation accepted for the 2020 HighScope 
International Conference in May! Jerod presented at 
our local Director’s group meeting in December to rave 
reviews. Way to go Jerod!


